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Dolly Parton's Imagination Library
Dolly Parton's Imagination Library was founded in 1995 by Dolly Parton to deliver books
in Sevier County, Tennessee. Since then, the program has grown to deliver more than a
million brand new, high-quality, developmentally appropriate books each month across
the United States and the world every month.

Imagination Library of Colorado
Mission
The mission of the Imagination Library of Colorado (ILCO) is to increase literacy by ensuring all
young children across the state may participate in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.
Our organization provides support to current Imagination Library affiliates and identifies local
champions to launch new affiliates in all Colorado communities so children all across Colorado
can participate.
Vision
Imagination Library of Colorado’s vision is to be a champion of early childhood literacy in the
Centennial State so that all children start school ready on day one.
Brief Program Introduction & Colorado History
In 1996, Dolly Parton launched Dolly Parton's Imagination Library (DPIL) book gifting program to
foster a love of reading in Tennessee's children. Each month, 1 brand-new, developmentallyappropriate book is mailed to a child's home at no cost and no hassle to parents.
In 2000, the program became available for replication to any community willing to champion it
locally. Since its launch, DPIL has mailed 172,000,000+ books to children worldwide.
The program model provides a turnkey, replicable “blueprint” to promote early childhood literacy
and kindergarten readiness.
In 2019, a group of Colorado community leaders saw the impact the Imagination Library has on
children throughout the State, and plans were put in motion to mail books to ALL Colorado
children. On February 26, 2020, Senate Bill SB20-185 was introduced to the Colorado General
Assembly to provide funding for a statewide Imagination Library. The bi-partisan sponsored Bill
was signed on July 10, 2020, and became effective on September 13, 2020.
Supported by the Colorado Department of Education, with the
motivation and drive that All Means All, Imagination Library strives to
provide equitable access to all Colorado children under five.
Since the first affiliate launched in Colorado in 2005, more than
1.4 million books have been mailed by more than 28 affiliates.
Today, nearly 9% of children in Colorado receive books each month.
If a child is enrolled at birth, they will own a 60-volume library
when they start kindergarten. The five-year goal is to mail
210,199 books per month to children living in Colorado.

November 2021 Launch Announcement
1. Marketing and public relations activities
2. Website development
3. Coordinated launch event promotion for the program
4. Coordinated video production
5. Wrote scripts for Governor and Commissioner for launch video
6. Drafted press release for Governor's office and coordinated with other parties for
their participation
7. Wrote Governor’s proclamation creating Family Literacy Month
8. Created social media posts and necessary graphics as part of the launch event
9. Solicited media outlets to cover the launch event

Media Mention & Links

Launch Announcement Video
Governor Polis & Commissioner Dr. Katy Anthes
discuss their role and their excitement working to
increase access to books through Imagination Library
View the Video here

Website
ImaginationLibraryColorado.org
Current Information Includes:
Colorado Affiliates & Availability
How it Works for Parents
How to Become an Affiliate
Reasearch

Proclamation
November 2021
Family Literacy Month Proclamation
Encouraging families to read, leading to
kindergarten readiness

Enrollment & Book Mailing Numbers

Target Areas for Growth 2021 - 2022
Per the Contract between the Imagination Library of Colorado and the Colorado Department of Education,
the requested areas/regions of growth include:
Communities with historically underserved students and from low-income families.
Small rural school districts located on the eastern plains that not have close access to a public library.
Larger rural school districts with larger percentages of children living in poverty and children of color
that have only one public library to serve their student populations.
Based on this request from the State, as well as an examination of the median income per county, a
number of free and reduced lunch children, the population of the county and resources available, and
2020 census demographics, listed below are the target counties for 2021-22 for new affiliate enrollment or
expansion of the current program.

Expansion Focus:
Adams
Arapahoe
Baca
Bent
Chaffee

Cheyenne
Crowley
Custer
Denver
Dolores

Douglas
Hinsdale
Huerfano
Jackson
Kiowa

Kit Carson
Las Animas
Larimer
Lincoln
Logan

Mesa
Mineral
Morgan
Montezuma
Saguache

Rio Grande
Washington
Yuma

CONTACT INFORMATION
WEBSITE

ImaginationLibraryColorado.org

CEO
Jack Tate
jack@ImaginationLibraryColorado.org
720-819-READ (7323)

OPERATIONS
Laura Douglas
Laura@ImaginationLibraryColorado.org
303-676-8012

AFFILIATE RELATIONS
Sara Randall
Sara@ImaginationLibraryColorado.org
720-676-4117

EVALUATOR
Kristin Klopfenstein, PhD.
Colorado Evaluation and Action Lab
(subcontractor)

INTERN
Megan Anthony
Grants & Operations

MAILING
3000 Lawrence St
Denver, CO 80205

IMPACT & SUPPORT

"

We believe in setting up our community for
success in life—Imagination Library ensures
that every child enrolled has access to good
books. We are proud to support Dolly
Parton's Imagination Library.

"

--GREG PARADIES, PARADIES LAGARDERÉ, DENVER PARTNER

ADDENDUMS

